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The past year has been another successful and enjoyable year for our 
Club. 

Beginning with the AGM in March 2017, the committee to lead the 
Club, was elected. At that meeting we presented Les Hanrahan with 
the Club Medal for his service to the Club. In members’ presenta- 
tions on the theme /nsect and plant interactions we saw a variety of 
often overlooked aspects of the natural world. The excursion led by 
John Gregurke visited wetlands close to Ballarat — Mullawallah, 
Miners Rest, Black Swamp, Lake Burrumbeet and Haddon Race- 
course Reserve. 

In April, Rob and Cynthia Watkins spoke on The Falkland Islands 
and illustrated their talk with excellent images of the birds, mam- 
mals, sparse vegetation and scenery. Our excursion was to the West- 
ern Treatment Plant which had been postponed due to a clash with 
the Avalon Air Show. 

Ray Draper spoke on frogs at our May meeting informing us of the 
11 local species and the threats they face, particularly Chytrid fungus 
disease. Elspeth Swan led the excursion to lesser-known reserves 
including Pryor Park, Pound Springs Bushland Reserve, Lal Lal For- 
est and Mount Doran. 

The world of Sprintails was revealed in June when Penny 
Greenslade informed us of the role of this diverse group of animals 
in the soil biota. Les Hanrahan led us to Blackwood to study the 
variety of fungi in damp gullies and drier forest areas. 

In July, several members presented short talks on visits to Western 
Australia in spring 2016. Les Hanrahan led the excursion to Lal Lal 
and Moorabool Falls. We inspected the anchor plants that were add- 
ed to a remnant population along the Lal Lal Creek as part of a Club 
project in the late 1980's. 

Ian Ashton was our August speaker on Birds of Creswick comparing 
the records from early 1900's with present day observations. The 
excursion to Skipton Common was cancelled due to very wet and 
windy conditions. Then several mid-week return visits of members 
led by Emily and Peter Noble recorded the Spiny Rice-flower popu- 


FNCB Promotional Stall 
WHEN: Sat 14 April 8 am - 1 pm 
WHERE: Market Day, Lake Wendouree 


Volunteers needed at the stall for periods of time. 
Contact J Gregurke 


lation in a section of the grassland reserve with the weather condi- 
tions only slightly better. 

In September, David and Barbara Pye spoke of they involvement in 
developing and maintaining the Melton Botanic Gardens. This was a 
perfect introduction for our visit to the garden the following day. 
The garden has been planted with plants from areas of Australia 
and South Africa with similar climate to Melton. We called at 
Trench Reserve near Bacchus Marsh on our return journey. 

David Neate spoke of the development of the Murnong Trail, Da- 
mascus College at the October meeting. On the excursion to the 
Trail the following morning, many plants were flowering including 
the Yam Daisy after which the trail 1s named. In the afternoon we 
visited Woowookarung Regional Park to prepare for the wild-flower 
walk later in October. This walk later in October attracted 50 inter- 
ested people. Thanks to all the members who assisted in the prepara- 
tion and in the walk. 

Tanya Loos was our Stella Bedgood Memorial Lecturer for 2017. 
She spoke on the Woodland Bird Project which she coordinates for 
Connecting Country at Castlemaine. The success of on-ground res- 
toration work is monitored by regular bird surveys comparing differ- 
ent habitats. The November excursion was to Neville Oddie's prop- 
erty at Chepstowe. We learnt of how he has modified his farming 
practices to preserve native grasslands. The anchors plants, that the 
Club planted in 1990 were in full flower. In the afternoon we in- 
spected bushland at Snake Valley and Linton. 

In December, Gary Gibson spoke on Earthquakes and Volcanoes. 
He explained that earthquakes are caused by movements in the 
stressed areas of the earth's crust, giving Australian and overseas 
examples. The last excursion for 2017 was led by Fran Hanrahan to 
Mt Warrenheip followed by tea at Lake Esmond. 

February 2018 began with Maxwell Campbell revealing the amazing 
biodiversity found in leaf litter through his excellent microscope 1m- 
ages. We visited Western Treatment Plant to see the birdlife on the 
sewage ponds for the second time in the year. In the future, our b1- 
ennial visits will not clash with the air show. 

Our Club has been well represented at SEANA camps to Sale 
(hosted by Sale and Latrobe Valley FNC's) 1n autumn and Little De- 
sert in spring hosted by Ringwood FNC. The SEANA camps are an 
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Errata My apologies for the mistakes in the middle-page spread of the 
March newsletter. (Time for new editor!!) Corrections: Pink-eared instead 


of Pick-eared and Dalman instead of Da Iman. A repeat of one list of 
birds. Fran Hanrahan 


excellent way of learning about the natural history of other regions 
of Victoria. 
The Club Camp was attended by 12 members who visited Casterton 
at the end of October. Richard Hill from DELWP took us to area of 
spring flowers, swamps, heathlands and areas where Red-tailed 
Black-Cockatoos nest. We also walked along the Glenelg River and 
saw the large Bilston's Red Gum. 
Several members led by John Petheram developed a “poster” on the 
club’s vegetation monitoring in Woowookarung Regional Park for 
display at Biodiversity Across the Borders Conference at Federation 
University. The laminated poster was on display at the conference, 
and looked great! Thank you to all those involved. 
Our Secretary, Emily Noble, and Treasurer, Les Hanrahan, have con- 
tinued to keep our written and financial records accurately and up to 
date. Thank you for the time you have put into these jobs throughout 
the year. All the committee members have worked consistently to 
lead the Club during the past year. Thank you to all for your effort 
throughout the year. 
John Mildren has been a committee members for many years. He 1s 
not seeking re-election. Thank you for your valuable contributions 
during your time on the committee. 
I wish the Field Naturalist Club of Ballarat all the best for the com- 
ing year. 

Yours Naturally, John Gregurke, President, FNCB 
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$$$$$$8 EF-NCB Memberships due SSSS3SS 
Ordinary member $35 
| Family $55 
| Distant member (postage included) $20 
Student $15 


Newsletter postage for ordinary member $12 


I Should you wish to pay membership at a bank or on line, details 


Club Members’ Presentations : Coastal features. 


Six members (C. Hall, V. Hocking, J. Petheram, P. Dalman, 
C. Dalman and A. Arnold) showed beautiful photographs of a 
wide range of coastal features from around Victoria, Australia 
and the world including erosional features, geomorphology 
coral, sand islands, the Great Ocean Walk, rocky shore sea- 
weeds and invertebrates. 


John Petheram: Features mainly on the Great Ocean Walk 


My first two slides showed coral islands of the Lihir Group in Pa- 
pua New Guinea. Islanders were shown fishing on reefs with hand- 
lines, using a seaweed as bait. In the background was the Lihir 
Gold mine, which, until recently, also owned Ballarat Gold Mine. 
On Lihir, gold is extracted from volcanic vents, which also provide 
energy to generate electricity for local villages. 


Photo: A_ Ballarat walking 
eroup, Mulanesia Beach — 
about 8 km from Lavers Hill 
on GOR 


The next two slides were of the 
northern peninsular of Wilsons 
Promontory, on a Track-work 
weekend with Parks Vic and~ 
Bushwalking Victoria. 


Photo: A view east, looking to- 
ward Moonlight Head, from the 
GO Walk near The Gables, 


The remaining slides showed var- 
lous sections of the Great Ocean 
Walk — covering 100 km from 
» Apollo Bay in the east, to Prince- 
=“town in the west. This peaceful 
Trail follows the coastline with the finest ocean scenery in SW Aus- 
tralia, while inland the busy GO Road meets the coast at only a few 
points — like Cape Otway Lighthouse, Castle Cove and Princetown. 
The slides showed U3A and Ballarat bushwalkers at Parker River, 
Johanna, Point Volney, Moonlight Head and on the idyllic Mil- 
anesia Beach. Day walks can be planned from local base accommo- 
dation, using vehicle or cycle shuttles along the route. 
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Photo: View west from Rotten Point 
near Dinosaur Cove 


Val Hocking 


I took viewers on a tour to South West Victoria. Some coastal views 
were shown around Portland, Port Fairy and Port Campbell. In addi- 
tion, the Gannet colony with many young birds close up at Point 
Danger Portland, a seal and ray in the harbour. Colourful seaweeds 
on the beach in early morning were also featured 


Carol Hall 


I concentrated on coastal geo-, 
morphology, beginning with pho-_ 
tos of Pt Campbell's London 
Bridge before and after the col-/ 
lapse of the main arch, when visi- | 
tors were left stranded on the re- | 


sulting stack and had to be rescued. 
( See photos above and to the left.). 


Then some shots of vertically- 
| bedded sediments at South Moruya 
Head in NSW, demonstrating the 
main processes of wave erosion. 


Peter Dalman chose Fraser Island, the world’s largest sand island 
off the Queensland coast as a coastal feature. Pictures showed Lake 
Birrabeen, a perched lake, streams with crystal clear water, typical 
sandy tracks, the beach being used as a road and aircraft runway, a 
dingo guarding a dead turtle and the fencing that surrounds populated 
areas to keep dingos out. 


Claire Dalman focussed on Lord Howe Island which she visited in 
September 2017. The island is a small remnant of under sea volcan- 


» 


ic action. There were pictures of the always conspicuous Mt Gower 
and Mt Lidgbird including across the Lagoon which has the southern 
most coral reef which is there because the warm East Australian cur- 
rent runs by. Wildlife such as the rare and unique Lord Howe Wood- 
hen, White Terns nesting on nothing but horizontal branches and 
hosts of Sooty Terns on Neds Beach were included. The ever-visual 
Kentia Palms, a plaque indicating the place on Transit Hill where it 
was too cloudy to see the 1882 transit of Venus and the building 
housing tsunami warning equipment were also shown. 


KRHREEEREKKRKRKRKRKRKRRRRKRKRKRKRKRKRKREKRKRKRKRKRKRKRKRKRKRKRKRKRKRKRKRKKKKRKKRKKKKRKRKKKKEKE 
Marine Ecology Excursion Point Danger Torquay 24 Mar. 


Six members of the club braved the forecast weather conditions of 
morning rain, the first for many weeks and gathered at the Anzac me- 
morial car park at Point Danger at 9.15 am. After coffee break for 
one hour to allow the rain front to disperse we gathered again at 
10.15 am and as we got out of our cars the rain miraculously stopped. 


Our host for the excursion was the Marine Studies Group MSG 
which operates as one of the Special Interest Groups of the Field Nat- 
uralists Club of Victoria. Leon Altoff was our leader for the day and 
was a wonderful source of knowledge about an amazing array of ma- 
rine organisms found on this rich littoral reef zone. 


Leon told us about the group which originally formed in 1957 and 
operated very closely with the Museum of Victoria, an association 
which continues today. The group amalgamated with the FNCV in 
1997. 


After a safety briefing we headed for the upper shore and began by 
looking at the littorinid snails that survive in the drier splash zone 
along with black marine lichens, some barnacle species and Si- 
phonaria spp. (which look very like limpets but are in a different 
eroup). Leon explained that many of the MSG have their own speci- 
alities and focus on these when they conduct their surveys. He spe- 
cialises in sponges (Porifera). We discovered that whilst many of the 
fauna groups are very well-covered by group members there is a gap 
in expertise for marine algae and they would welcome new members 
with these skills. 


As we moved down the shore to rock pool areas Leon introduced us 
to the spectacular Waratah anemones and the calcareous tube worms 
Galeolaria. Small mussels and Heliocidaris spiny sea urchins with 
its amazing tube feet. We saw many of the shore gastropods amongst 
the predominant seaweed that covered the reef, Hormorsira banksia, 
Neptune’s necklace. Cartwright Dicathais, Austrochochlea constricta. 


We reached the lower shore at about 11.15 am which coincided with 
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the time of lowest tide of the day. The rock pools in this area con- 
tained many interesting and colourful shrimps including a very 
bright green species. 


Leon explained that the wet weather conditions can affect their rec- 
ords as some species actively avoid the rain water which affects their 
behaviour. He also pointed out the damage that members of the pub- 
lic can do by over turning rocks and leaving them wrong side up. 
This was very evident on the day and indicated very heavy use of 
this area of shore. 


The MSG have a research permit because the area is in a Marine Re- 
serve managed by Parks Victoria. They also require a Fisheries per- 
mit and regularly advise Fisheries Officers when they are doing their 
Survey. 


Andy Arnold 


The species list in the following pages has been produced as part of 
the Survey by Leon Altoff and laboriously typed out by Andy 


Porifera: Sponges cephalic slits, Cream Bryozoa: Sea-mats 
Aplystiidae - mottled with brown __ Electridae — 

Aplysilla rosea Monostylifera: Electra pilosa 
Anthozoa: Sea Anemo- Another group of Petraliellidae — 

nes ribbon worms Mucropetraliella ellerii 
Actinia tenebrosa Enopla, MoV 6766 — Polyplacphora: Chi- 
Anthothoe albocincta Green, brown mark- tons 

Aulactinia veratra ings Ischnochitonidae - 
Cricophorus nutrix Enopla, 4 eyes, 2 Ischnochiton cariosus 
Isanemonia australis dorsal, MoV 6768 [schnochiton australis 
Oulactis muscosa Yellow with red Ischnochiton elongatus 
Culicia hoffmeisteri mark on vent Ischnochiton lineolatus 


Polycladida: Free liv- Fy opla, 4 eyes, 2 cbc ol variegatus 
ing tubellarian flatworms = qopca] MS 6760 Oe ae 
Gnesiocerotidae — Park inal. chars docealis | 
Gnesioceros sarcassicola , Stenochiton pilsbryanus 


Gnesioceros sp. (Green) collar 
Prosthiostomidae — Annelida/ Prosobranchia: Very 
Prosthiostomum sp. Polychaeta: Rag- large Gastropod snail 
Pseudocerotidae — worms and tube SOUP. 

Thysanozoon sp. wibatenle Nacellidae - 
Palaeonemertea: Prim- ; Cellana tramoserica 
itive nemertean (ribbon) Serpulidae- | Lottidae - 

worms Galeolaria caespl- Asteracmea stowae 
Cephalothrix arenarius fOS@ . e atelloida alticostata 
Heteronemertea: ee masimea e Haliotdae - 

Large group of ribbon aimacina australis’ faliotis rubra 


Serpulidae — Spiror- 
ei aoe 6760 Lat- bidae -Spirorbid sp. 
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Fissurellidae - 
Amblychilepas nigrita 
Montfortula rugosa 
Scutus antipodes 
Turbinidae — 
Phasianella australis 


Phasianella ventricosa 


Turbo undulatus 
Trochidae - 


Austrocochlea constric- 


la 
Cantharidus ramburi 
Chlorodiloma ade- 
laidae 
Clanculus plebejus 
Euchelus asperses 
Cerithiidae - 
Cacozeliana granaria 
Litiopidae - 

Alaba phasianella 
Littorinidae - 
Austrolittorina unifas- 
clata 
Bembicium nanum 
Eatoniellidae - 


Eatoniella melanochro- 


ma (not seen) 
Hipponicidae - 
Hipponix australis 
Velutinidae - 
Lamellaria ophione 
Eulimidae - 
Eulima augur 
Muricidae - 
Dicathais orbita 
Buccinidae - 
Cominella lineolate 


Columbellidae - 
Mitrella austrina 
Mitrella pulla 
Pseudamycla dermes- 
toidea 

Zafra atkinsoni 
Conidae - 

Conus anemone 
Orbitestellidae - 
Microdiscula charopa 


Opisthobranchia: 
Large and diverse group 
of diverse specialised 
complex gastropods 
Haminoeidae - 
Haminoea maugeansis 
Juliidae: 

Midorigai australis 
(TBC) 


Aplysiidae - 

Aplysia parvula 
Chromodorididae - 
Noumea haliclona 
Facelinidae - 
Austraeolis ornata 
Pulmonata: 
Onchidiidae - 
Onchidella nigricans 
Siphonariidae - 
Siphonaria diemenensis 
Siphonaria funiculata 
Siphonaria zelandica 
Bivalvia: Marine shell 
eroup with hinged 
Shells 

Mytilidae - 
Xenostrobus pulex 
Arcidae - 

Barbatia reticulata 
Carditidae - 
Cardita excavata 
Hiatellidae - 
Hiiatella australis 
Anomura: Crabs 
Porcellanidae - 
Petrocheles aus- 
traliensis 

Lomidae - 

Lomis hirta 
Paguridae - 
Micropagurus acan- 
tholepis 


Brachyura: Crabs 
Grapsidae - 
Paragrapsus 
quadridentatus 
Plagusia chabrus 
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Mayidae - 

Naxia spinosa 
Portunidae - 
Nectocarcinus tubercu- 
losus 

Cirrpiedia: Barnacles 
Chthamalidae - 
Chthamalus antennatus 


Caridea: Shrimps 
Alpheidae - 

Alpheus australosulca- 
[US 

Alpheus novaezelandiae 
Hippolytidae - 
Hippolyte australiensis 
Isopoda: Marine lice 
and relatives 
Sphaeromatidae - 
Zuzara venosa 
Lysiosquillidae - 
Hadrosquilla perpasta 
Crinoidea: Sea lilies 
and feather stars 
Comasteridae - 
Cenolia tasmaniae 
Cenolia trichopteran 
Antedonidae - 
Antedon loveni 
Asteroidea: Star fish 
Goniasteridae - 

Tosia australis 
Asterinidae - 
Meridiastra calcar 
Asteriidae - 
Allostichaster polyplax 
Coscinasterias muri- 
cate 

Ophiuroidea: Brittle 
Stars 
Ophionereididae: 
Ophionereis schayeri 
Echinoidea: Sea ur- 
chins 
Temnopleuridae - 
Holopneustes porosissi- 
mus 

Echinometridae - 
Heliocidaris 


erythrogramma 
Holothuroidea: Sea 
cucumbers 
Chiridotidae - 
Taeniogyrus roebucki 
Phyllophoridae - 
Lipotrapeza vestiens 
Chordata: Sea squirts 
Cionidae - 

Ciona intestinalis 
Didemnidae - 
Didemnum sp. 
Polycitoridae - 
Cystodytes dellechiajei 


— 2 , » 
~— Pea 
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Photo: Field Nats observe researchers at work 


Award of Life Membership to William (Bill) Murphy 


Emily Noble gave a brief presentation highlighting many of the ways 
in which Bill has contributed to the Club over the last 50 years. 
Then John Gregurke presented Bill with a framed Life Member cer- 
tificate. Bull gave a short speech including some recollections of 
highlights and of notable members like Stella Bedggood, Mary 
White, Alan Sonsee, his late wife Pat, Helen Burgess and Greg 
Binns. He observed that FNCB still has outstanding members and 
that he was encouraged to see the Club still going so strong. He 
gave many thanks for the award. 


For more see : http:fieldnatballarat.wordpress.com 
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Photo: John Gregurke presenting Bill Murphy Life Membership. 
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Excepts from Club Meeting Minutes, March 2 


Opening and Apologies Attendance: Pres. welcomed 27 members 
and one visitor. Apol.:S Faull, M Moravec, R Pails, J Mildren, S 
Akers, D & S Horwood, A & C Baulch, M Sorrell, S Kruss & D 
Cook, E & D Thurgood. 


Business Arising from Previous Club Meeting Pledged $250 to- 
wards development of a Fungi Guide for land managers by Fun Fun- 
01 Ecology. 


Business Arising from Correspondence: 


Would anyone like to represent the FNCB on the new Yarrowee 
Leigh Flow Committee? Yes: Tim Fletcher. 


Reports: Treasurer's Report: Opening bal: $7,872.26 Inc $13.00 
Expenses $497.60 Closing bal: $7,387.66 


General Business 


March 24" 2018 field trip: Joint field trip with the Marine Research 
Group of the Field Naturalists’ Club of Victoria: Point Danger, Tor- 
quay, 9.15am. Meet at Fed Uni carpark on cnr Gillies St/ Gregory St 
for departure at 7.15am sharp, or at the Point Danger carpark in Tor- 
quay at 9.15am sharp. Recommendations: bring a waterproof cam- 
era or polarising filter; a little plastic container to show others your 
finds before returning them to their home; sun protection; sturdy 
footwear for walking around on slippery/ sharp rocks that you don’t 
mind getting salty and wet, 1.e. old tennis shoes. The new Syllabus 
2018-19 is looking good and will be available at the next meeting! 


Clean Up Australia Day, March 4: Since we haven’t got a field trip 
planned this weekend, Fran has suggested that members could join a 
Clean Up Australia Day event near them by checking sites on the 
Clean Up Australia Day website. 


Event- Ballarat East Community Garden Harvest Festival 1s on this 
Sunday too. Event- BREAZE workshop on Preserving fruit and ve- 
gies at lunch-time on March 21. 


Event- Jeff Rootes needs volunteers on March 22 to road-test fire 
ecology assessment sheets that are later to be used by students at 
Woowookarung Regional Park. 


Show & Tell/ Field Reports 


Carol has been observing the bonding of Great-crested Grebes at 
Lake Wendouree. Coincidentally, on Feb. 12 she observed and pho- 
tographed a pair of Magpie Geese with at least 11 goslings a few 
days old disappearing into reeds. Roger checked the records and 
they hadn’t been seen at Lake Wendouree since the 1890’s. Andrew 
Thomas subsequently found and photographed three adult Magpie 
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Geese and 12 goslings. No one has been able to find them since. Ra- 
kali? Harriers? 


Fran saw her first Nankeen Night-heron at Fairyland near the Fairy- 
land bridge at Lake Wendouree. 


Bul E. found a recently deceased Feathertail Glider near his wood- 
pile in Scarsdale and brought it along to show us and marvel at how 
small it was. It was his first sighting of one at his property. 


Andy had found a large, hairy, brown spider in Alpine Grassland at 
Mt Higginbotham and used BowerBird for the first time to confirm 
his tentative identification. It is in the Fishing Spider family, Pisuri- 
dae; a Dolomedes sp. He also found under a Snow Gum an orb 
weaver spider with web, eating a dipterous fly beside Mt Loch Track 
near Mt Hotham. At the Western Treatment Plant near Little River, 
he photographed Spiny Orb Weaver Spider webs on Beaded Glass- 
worts and other plants. Their identity confirmed on BowerBird as 
Austrocantha minax from the family Aranae, sub-family Araneidae. 


Marie and Tim observed two Owlet Nightjars feeding on moths near 
Buninyong Primary School. 


Emily reported a White-faced Heron, happily feeding beside/ behind 
Pacific Black Ducks and Australasian Grebes foraging together near 
the edge of the wetland on her property, and looking bereft when 
they headed into the centre of the wetland. 


Val told us about a wonderful exhibition of botanical art at the Balla- 
rat Art Gallery until early May. It features semi-arid plants around 
Menindie, remembering the work of botanist Beckler from the Burke 
and Wills expedition 150 years ago. 


Paul reported 15mm of rain for Feb, with an average evaporation rate 
of 6mm/ day. 


VALE 


It 1s with sadness that we tell of the 
death of Helen Burgess 8 March, 
2018. As an esteemed member of 
FNCB she, for years occupied vari- 
ous positions on the committee. 


She is also valued for her 
knowledge of plants and her ability 
to convert her knowledge into art 
works via sketches and water col- 
ours. 
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CALENDAR 2018 


April 

Fri 6 Around Marble Bar - Geology and Geography: Eliza 
beth Thurgood, FNCB 

Sun 8 Goldfields’ heritage shallow diggings and water supply 
Raglan; wetland in Stoneleigh : E Thurgood 

Sat 14- FNCB Promotional Market Stall, Lake Wendouree 
Volunteers needed (See P 2.) 

Tues 24 Committee meeting at J Gregurke’s 

Wkend 27-29 SEANA Camp, Healesville 

May 

Fri 4 From glaciers to volcanoes - shaping Ballarat’s land 
scape: David Horwood, FNCB 

Sat 5 Roadside geology - Ballarat to Bacchus Marsh: David 


Horwood, FNCB 
Tues 20 Committee meeting TBA 


Committee 

President John Gregurke 

Vice Pres Fran Hanrahan 

Secretary Emily Noble 

Treasurer Les Hanrahan 
Andy Arnold Val Hocking 
Bill Elder John Pethram... 
Elspeth Swan 
Correspondence: PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 
Email:Secretary:- Emily Noble 

Editors: Fran Hanrahan 

Bill Elder 

Website: http://fieldnatballarat.wordpress.com 
Club email: ballaratfnc@gmail.com 


Meetings are held at the Primary Industries Training Centre, cnr of Gillies 
and Gregory Sts, on the first Friday of the month at 7.30pm.. 
Excursions: Leave from the carpark at the Primary Industries Training 
Centre, cnr Gillies and Gregory Sts. at 9.30 am, unless otherwise advised. 
A monthly publication of the Field Naturalists’ Club of Ballarat Ic. 
Incorporation # AOO14919P ABN 13 150 403 135 
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